
         
    ANNOUNCEMENTS 

      January 18, 2026 
 

 

SAFE SANCTUARY POLICY - In accordance with Ebenezer’s Safe Sanctuary Policy, we are 
asking that all children, 3rd grade and under, be accompanied by an adult in the church building 
and on the church property at all times.  If your child needs to leave the sanctuary for any 
reason, an adult needs to go with him/her.  
 

NURSERY ASSISTANCE - We are in need of assistance and assistants in our nursery during 
worship. At times, we only have one staff person and several children. If you are age 13 or older 
and can help our staff during the 11:00 AM worship service, please let Lori Rapids know in the 
church office.  
 

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY - Wednesday Evenings, March 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th from 
7:00 – 8:30 PM in Classroom #1. This Lenten season, gather at the table with Jesus and his 
disciples to experience the journey from Palm Sunday to the cross through the stories that 
prepared the way. Experience Lent through the lens of Jesus's most powerful mealtime parables.  
Rev. Judy will be leading this study.  Please sign up on the Bulletin Board in the Narthex if you 
plan to attend. 
 

WOMEN’S RETREAT - On Friday, March 6th and Saturday, March 7th, 2026, the women 
of the church (18 and older) are invited to join us for our Annual Women’s Retreat, "Dare to 
Imagine". We will be at Ebenezer UMC beginning on Friday evening with a movie and 
returning to the church on Saturday morning for a full day. The cost of the retreat is $75.00. 
Snacks are included for Friday evening and meals and activities are included on 
Saturday. Registration Forms are available in the narthex 
 

YOUTH SPRING RETREAT - On April 17th through 19th our youth group and 
confirmation class will go to West River United Methodist Church Retreat Center for a weekend 
retreat. The cost per person is $150.00, which includes meals, lodging and activities. If your 
youth/confirmand will be attending, please make a deposit of $50.00 per person by January 31, 
2026. Checks can be made payable to EUMC with a notation on your check saying: Youth 
Spring Retreat 2026.  
 

MANIDOKAN - Camp this year will be from July 12th  to July 17th, 2026. Registration will 
be open soon. You can qualify for a camp scholarship by attending Sunday School regularly, 
only missing 2 Sundays beginning February 2nd through the end of May. Please sign up on the 
sheet on the bulletin board if you are interested in attending, so we can get an idea of possible 
attendees. If you have questions, please contact Rachel Biddinger at 443-547-0519.  
 

THANK YOU - To our Ebenezer family, thank you so much for all of your well wishes, cards,  
gifts and amazing generosity in this Christmas season. It is our gift to be a part of such a 
wonderful church family, love Rev. Rick and Susan.  
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Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
Church Office: 410-795-6136 

Website: ebenezerumchurch.org 
Email: eumcwinfield@gmail.com 
Pastor's Email: revjae@aol.com 

 
 Office Hours 

Tues - Thurs 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
Sunday 9:30 AM to Noon 

 
 Worship 

8:30 AM Service in Sanctuary 
9:45 – 10:45 AM Sunday School for all ages 

11:00 AM Service in Sanctuary 
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 OFFERING ATTENDANCE 
Last Week: 1/11/2026 $3,760 126 

WORSHIP LEADERS 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 
Liturgist Janet Davis Dave Biddinger 
Ushers Rocky Mabry & Rick Byrd Doug & Cyndi Diethrich 
Acolyte Kyle Flater Derek Jones 
DATE EVENT TIME 

TODAY Newsletter Articles Due Noon 
Tuesday, Jan. 20th Adult Bible Study  

With Rev. Rick Gray 
9:30 - 11:00 AM 

Wednesday, Jan 21st Children's Choir 
Chancel Choir 

6:30 - 7:15 PM 
7:30 PM 

Thursday, Jan. 22nd Pachelbells 6:45 - 7:30 PM 

Sunday, Jan. 25th Children's Church  
Jesus & Me Class(K-1st)-Rm #4 

11:00 AM 
1:00 – 3:00 PM 
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EBENEZER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
4901 Woodbine Road 

                                                 Sykesville, Maryland 21784 
(410)795-6136 

Rev. Judith A. Emerson, Pastor 
Linda Bange, Director of Music/Organist 

8:30 AM and 11:00 AM 
 

Order of Worship 
January 18, 2026 

 
2nd Sunday After the Epiphany 

 
WELCOME    

Welcome to Ebenezer United Methodist Church. We are blessed by your presence. 
Please be sure to sign the roster at the end of the pew and pass it to others near you. It is 
our hope that this time of worship will be a blessing to all. Please begin in silent prayer.  

PRELUDE      
LIGHTING THE CANDLES   
*CALL TO WORSHIP             

We come seeking Jesus, the Light of the world! 
Shine in our hearts Lord Jesus! 
We believe in the strength of God to illuminate dark places. 
The light shines in the darkness and the darkness shall not overcome it. 
Lord, in this hour of worship, kindle in us the light of your love. 
Let your light shine through us, now and forever. 
Come, let us worship the Lord together! 
 

*OPENING HYMN                       “Thy Word Is a Lamp”                   UMH No. 601 
 
OPENING PRAYER                                        

Holy Lord, we welcome your presence and grace in our lives. We ask that you 
manifest your glory today and shine your light on us. Through your light, may we 
illuminate the lives of those around us. As we feel your presence in worship today, 
may our knowledge of your divine mysteries continue to grow and change our lives 
forever. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

  

 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

Let us now bring our confession to God, knowing that God will hear our prayers and 
forgive. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, we come back to you to renew our commitment. We confess that pride 
has led us to embrace false gods. We spend more time with our hobbies than with your 
cause. We pay more attention to our toys than to your truth. Your law is no longer in 
our hearts. We have neglected the spiritual gifts entrusted to us. We have forgotten 
that we have been named and baptized and commissioned for service. O God, bring us 
back to yourself. Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He will not 
always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as our sins 
deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the 
earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far 
has he removed our transgressions from us. In Christ, we are forgiven.          Psalm 103:8-12 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON             Psalm 40:1-11                        UMH No. 774 

This Psalm is an upbeat song of thanksgiving and praise to God.  The psalmist claims 
to have waited patiently for God to come through for him and God responded.  

 
GOSPEL LESSON               John 1:29-42 

This text is about the revelation and recognition of Jesus Christ as the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sins of the world, leading to the disciples following him and spreading 
his message. 

 
  The Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God.           
                                           
HYMN                      “Lamb of God”             TFWS No. 2113 
 
SERMON            “God is at Work!”                  Rev. Judy Emerson 
                                        
HYMN     “Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore”          UMH No. 344         
 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Prayer Requests  
Pastoral Prayer      
The Lord’s Prayer 

       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,      
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.       
 
THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE 
  Announcements 
  Offertory (11:00 AM)          "Alleluia, Praise the Lord"                         Chancel Choir                    
 *Presentation of Gifts 
 *Doxology                         UMH No. 94 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below:  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
O God, we recognize that we have been blessed with great abundance.  In 

offering these gifts, may we be strengthened to proclaim your faithfulness and 
your salvation this day and always.  We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior.  Amen.  

  
*HYMN                          “The Summons”         TFWS No. 2130 
                            
*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 
 
*POSTLUDE      
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